260          Attitude of the Justidar towards Poitou

pretext of saving him from taking a wife "in the North" (in Frcmcia)
solved the question by falling into his arms (1220). The alliance was to
bring the union of La Marche and Angouleme; the continued reluctance
of Hubert de Burgh to pay the dowry was to cause an alliance between
Louis VIII and Hugh that, when the hour arrived, was to settle the fate
of the territories which the French king and the Lusignan couple were
coveting. Moreover, as Hugh and Isabella were holding Henry's eldest
sister Joan practically as a hostage for the dowry, there was nothing for
it but to disgorge the lands. The right policy for Hubert de Burgh be-
tween 1221 and 1224 was to strengthen the English seneschal at all costs,
but it is clear that the way was blocked by his desire to conciliate the
Lusignan and the hope that negotiations undertaken by Honorius with
the French Crown for the restoration of the confiscated lands would
succeed. After the loss of Poitou a commercial warfare was opened be-
tween England and France, while Hubert de Burgh manoeuvred for
position. The initiative was not taken till 1229. At Christmas 1228 came
a letter from the Duke of Brittany offering Henry the sovereignty of the
former possessions of the Angevins in the north in return for his help in a
league of Breton, Norman, and Poitevin nobles against Louis. The
government, as a draft memorandum of the Council shews1, took the bait
seriously. The insufficient preparations made at first (Michaelmas 1229)
for the expedition need not argue the Justiciary apathy in the matter.
Henry's angry charge of treason was beside the point, for the postpone-
ment of the sailing was as a matter of fact urged a little later by the Duke
of Brittany himself, who came over in the winter to arrange further details
and receive appropriate honours. In May 1230 the force set out. Its
success was compromised by the landing in, and connexion with, Brittany.
A descent upon La Rochelle, a quick march into Poitou, would have won
the Viscount of Thouars and perhaps stabilised the unstable Hugh de
Lusignan himself. As it was, Henry could not enter Poitou, owing to the
movements of the French army, till June, and by that time the heroic
Blanche of Castile had taken the sting out of her opponents. All Henry
could do was to make a demonstration march through Gascony and thence
return to Nantes, where he spent his time elegantly till his passage home
on 27 October 1230.

The Justiciax's conduct of French affairs gave a handle to his opponents2
and doubtless aroused the king's suspicions, upon which the household
was not slow to play. Till 1230 Henry had no personal seal of his own.
On his return from France a privy seal makes its appearance for the first
time in the reign, and the fact is significant It marks the beginning of
the separation of the Chancery and the Court. Whilst abroad, the
royal household had conducted the administration of the expedition;

1  Royal Letters, i, pp. 350-1.

2  See the complaints in Matthew Paris, Chron. Maj, vi (Addttamenta), pp. 66-7.
His creation of himself as Karl of Kent (1227) would scarcely be forgotten.